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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

We are grateful and energized by the incredible response to re-enrollment this year. Your continued trust in
our mission speaks volumes about the strength of our community and our shared commitment to forming
young people in faith, knowledge, and service. Because of this strong response, we are now ready to accept new
student applications soon.

We are especially excited to share that the completion of our new building positions us to support even more
families, particularly those with infants and toddlers. This expansion is a direct reflection of our mission to
meet families where they are and to walk alongside them from the very beginning of their educational journey.
Our hope is to place very few families on a waitlist this year. That said, due to consistently high demand, we do
anticipate waitlists for PK3, PK4, and Kindergarten. If you know families who are discerning Catholic
education, we encourage them to apply as soon as possible before spaces fill.

Next week, we joyfully celebrate Catholic Schools Week, a time to honor the heart of Catholic education and
the people who make it thrive. We will begin with our kickoff Mass on Sunday, January 25, at 10:30 a.m. During
this Mass, we will also recognize our outstanding alumni and announce our 2025 Distinguished Graduate. We
hope you will join us as we celebrate our past, present, and future as one faith-filled community.

Following the kickoff, we will host tours of the new building from Monday through Thursday mornings,
January 26–29, immediately after drop-off. These tours offer an exciting glimpse into what is taking shape:
walls are up, learning spaces are clearly defined, and the gym is truly impressive. There is a sense of awe when
you walk in… a tangible reminder that God continues to do big things in our community. 

Click here to register!

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmx0rdlaiKy-xf6aLruY94mg8skfaFmCaBo4CRqtAhhKTQyQ/viewform
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
https://hnjschool.org/summer-at-hnj
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Thursday, January 22
Men’s Club General Meeting, 6:00 PM

Friday, January 23
Prayer Service, 8:30 AM in Rivas Auditorium (K - 7 , parents welcome, seating may be limited)th

Saturday, January 24
Dad and Darling Night (see flyer below)

Sunday, January 25 - Saturday, January 31
Catholic Schools J Week

Sunday, January 25
Alumni Mass (see flyer below)

Monday, January 26 - Thursday, January 29
Discover HNJ Tours (more info coming soon)

Monday, January 26
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Little Gators - Kindergarten 26-27 Admissions Decisions Released

Friday, January 30
Prayer Service, 8:30 AM in Rivas Auditorium (K - 7 , parents welcome, seating may be limited)th

PINK Spirit Shirt Day - Mrs. William’s 50  Birthday!th

Monday, February 2
HNJ Spirit Shirt Day

Tuesday, February 3
Grand Gators Meeting, 10:00 AM in Parish Center

Spirit Shirt
Guidelines

Lunch Menu
2025-2026

School Calendar

Upcoming Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ktlwcBuhertubsSTklKOMz-GYrqvqqMb/view
http://hnjschool.org/lunch-menu
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Forming and maintaining good friendships is great for increasing overall happiness, mental health
and sense of belonging; they help with self-confidence and self-worth and can also reduce stress.
Talking to your student about the qualities of real friends is helpful as they navigate the dynamics of
different personalities of classmates and peers.

Signs of a 50/50 Friend:
They’re “hot” and “cold” – They love spending time with you one day and give you the cold
shoulder the next. You’re never sure where you stand.
They often make you feel bad about yourself, sometimes underhandedly. They make everything
seem like your fault.
They are only available on their terms – Whether it’s a small issue or an emergency, you’re never
sure you can rely on them.
They make promises they don’t keep – They make plans then later cancel, they leave you out on
purpose.
They are overly competitive – Your success secretly bothers them and your problems delight
them.

Signs of a Real Friend:
They’re loyal and steady – Even when you disagree, you aren’t worried about losing their
friendship.
They build you up, and they stick up for you if anyone else tries to insult you.
They are always there for you, especially in an emergency.
They are honest and upfront with you – no mind games being played.
They root for your successes and are happy for your wins!
You have fun together, and you feel uplifted after spending time together.

Qualities of a Good Friend

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/


SPONSORED BY THE JAZZ AND HERITAGE FOUNDATION GRANT. OPEN TO ALL HNJ MIDDLE
SCHOOL STUDENTS. REGISTER NOW TO HOLD YOUR CHILD'S SPOT FOR HNJ SCHOOL'S FIRST

NEW ORLEANS YOUTH HARMONY FESTIVAL. 

HOLD MY CHILD'S SPOT/REGISTRATION FORM

Music Notes
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https://forms.gle/zjWyFRe3MWRreKKr7
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9R5wJ8eg0pqd04gOrNxEMiJCUlorje2UaIur_PMVjxc0IbQ/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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https://sites.google.com/view/hnjmensclub/shop
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https://forms.gle/ReH4qAGzPCrNjb6KA
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FIU11xGmR15ChmTL5XBVWQt6Kj35LrLO/view?usp=sharing


August
11 & 12: First Two Half Days

13: First Full Day for all students

September
4: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

7: No School - Labor Day
25: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

October
15: Half Day, Prospective Student Open House

16: PK3 - 7th Grade No School - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)
30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

November
13: Half Day - Gator Fest Set Up

16: No School - Gator Fest Clean Up
23-27: No School - Thanksgiving Break

December
18: Christmas Programs, dismissal immediately follows

21-31: No School - Christmas Break

January
1: No School - Christmas Break

4: No School - Teacher Professional Development
15: PK3 - 7th Grade Half Day - Parent Teacher Conferences (Little Gators regular day)

18: No School - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

February
4: Half Day - Mardi Gras

5-12: No School - Mardi Gras Break

March
25: Half Day - Easter

26-31: No School - Easter Break

April
1-2: No School - Easter Break

30: Half Day - Teacher Professional Development

May
21: 7th Grade last day

27: PK3, PK4, Kindergarten last day
28: 1st-6th End of Year Mass (dismissal immediately follows)

 TENTATIVE School Days 2026-2027 
Applies to all students (LG-7th) unless otherwise noted 

Tentative Schedule as of 1/12/2026. All dates subject to change.

2   2
0  0
2   2
6   7



Family Day at the New Orleans Book Festival is a family-centered, free
event that will include lively author presentations, book readings, book-
related activities and a book distribution. It will be open and accessible to
all children of our community and their families, and the Festival will work
with public schools to encourage participation. Attendees will enjoy a full
schedule of presentations, activities and entertainment. 

Family Day is designed to be a dynamic and fun experience for all ages. 
A diverse selection of authors and presenters will interact with students and 
sign books throughout the day. Book characters will walk around the
festival grounds creating a lively atmosphere. Children will find something
that appeals  to all reading levels, backgrounds and reading interests. As
part of the Family Day programming, the Festival will host outreach
programs including author visits to local schools. On the day of the
Festival, organizers will engage a bus service to provide all day round trip
transportation to and from the festival grounds from various locations
throughout the Greater New Orleans area. To participate in programming,
the Festival also plans to engage local partners whose mission includes
literacy and family-centered initiatives. The mission of the New Orleans
Book Festival at Tulane is to support and nurture a literary community by
connecting readers of all ages and backgrounds with local and national
authors through experiences that celebrate the power of literacy and
ideas. The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University is housed as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization within the structure of and is presented in
partnership with Tulane University. The Festival is made possible by the
support of Tulane University and the generosity of individuals,
corporations and literacy and family foundations.

The New Orleans Book Festival at Tulane University will take place on March 12-
15, 2026, featuring local, regional and national authors participating in
moderated panel discussions and keynote lectures on the uptown campus. The
Festival will continue to engage the local community through specially curated
events that highlight New Orleans as a hub for important literary conversations.
New in 2026, the Festival will expand to include an additional day of programming
on Sunday, March 15, dedicated to young readers and their families. Family Day
at the Fest will feature educational activities and special programming in
partnership with Scholastic and the City of New Orleans.

In 2010, the New Orleans Book Festival hosted by the City of New Orleans was 
established to create a free event for the children of New Orleans and their 
families to celebrate reading. By 2013, the festival had attracted a total of 
10,000 attendees and donated 35,000 books to children of the community. 
In 2026, Family Day at the Festival will continue this tradition and remain a place 
for people from different backgrounds and neighborhoods to come together 
for a shared love of reading and learning-. 

A single book can change a young person’s life. Providing young people in our 
community with exposure to new voices and giving them access to engaging 
literary experiences fosters their imaginations and positively affects them and 
their families. This joyful, high-energy celebration brings literature to life with 
live author readings, interactive performances, book giveaways and hands-on 
activities for kids of all ages. Admission is free and open to the public, thanks to 
generous support of our sponsors.
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Little Gators is accepting
donations of diapers in
collaboration with the
Junior League of New
Orleans’ Diaper Drive.
Please bring diapers to

donate to the Front Office or
Little Gators Entrance.

Thank you for your support! Interested in becoming an altar server at
Holy Name of Jesus Church? Any students
who have received First Communion are
encouraged to sign up. We are in need of

altar servers at all weekend masses. 

Please contact Kristy Christiansen at
kristy.christiansen@gmail.com for details.

Altar Servers Needed!

The HNJ Yearbook Committee 
needs your photos!

Click the  camera
icon to upload your

photos directly to our
yearbook photo

library!

We need pictures from this school year!  If you have photos from any of these past
events, or any future HNJ events, please submit them to us!

Field Trips
HNJ Goes Totally 80's!
Choir
Other HNJ Events!

HNJ Athletics
Gator Fest
Back to School BBQ
Class Parties

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://photos.jostens.com/CMTBVV
https://donate.brickmarkers.com/hnjsc


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceGGElhJPnDOzlLbSXzf8Jbbl5LYBR2uO6Jn_D4kMFplvQTQ/viewform
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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